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As the year draws to a close I would like to reflect
on some of the achievements of the Baird Liberal
Government.
Over the last 5 years our government has worked
hard to repair the budget through responsible
management of the state’s finances, build the
infrastructure and provide the quality services our
state needs. People of NSW are enjoying the
benefits of a stronger economy:
• A record $73.3 billion investment in infrastructure
over 4 years
• A record $219 million in additional needs-based
education funding in 2017, made possible by
NSW signing the Gonski agreement
• More than $5 billion to build and upgrade more
than 60 hospital and health services around
the state
• Zero net debt for the first time in our state’s history
• The lowest unemployment rate in Australia
• Housing approvals at record highs, and;
• Budget surpluses every year for the next 4 years

Heathcote highlights include:
• $62.9 million redevelopment of Sutherland Hospital
• $4,069,206 total needs based funding for
Heathcote public schools in 2017
• $13,764,000 spent on maintenance and capital
works in Heathcote schools since 2011/12
• $300 million Gateway to the South Pinch Point
program
• Transport infrastructure with upgrades to
Sutherland, Loftus, Waterfall, Heathcote and
Helensburgh stations.
• Investment in parking at stations with more than
380 parking spaces at Sutherland Park and Ride
and the addition of 78 car spaces at Engadine
(currently under construction).
Further, entering into a binding agreement in October
with an all Australian consortium for the partial lease
of Ausgrid has achieved a $16.2 billion windfall for
NSW. This allows us to continue to fund critical
infrastructure projects in the Government’s $20 billion
Rebuilding NSW plan.
Have a safe and happy festive season and I look
forward to serving you in 2017.

NSW SES Young Volunteer Of The Year
I congratulate Sam Corby on being chosen as the NSW SES Young Volunteer of the Year for 2016.
The NSW SES Young Volunteer Of The Year award was established in 2013 to recognise the contribution of a NSW SES
young volunteer between the ages of 16 and 25 who has demonstrated an outstanding commitment to learning and
NSW SES activities.
The Award Ceremony took place at NSW Parliament House where
Sam was presented with his award by the Minister for Emergency
Services Mr David Elliott and attended by a number of dignitaries.
Sam received a NSW SES trophy and certificate and a $500.00
scholarship (kindly donated by NSW SES Volunteer Association).

Sutherland Substation Restoration
A $2 million restoration project of the Sutherland Substation
will restore the heritage listed building and accommodate an
extension of the Sydney Tramway Museum.
The project includes repairs and replacement of the roof,
gutters and doors, new electrical, security and fire life safety
systems and a general fitout of the building with amenities
with disability access.
Sydney Trains are liaising with Sydney Tramway Museum
around their upgrade to the tramway line to the substation
building.
The Sutherland Substation is one of the earliest electric
substations within the network and was opened on
1 March 1926

Sutherland and St George Hospitals Redevelopment Update
The $62.9 million Sutherland Hospital redevelopment
is progressing well. A topping-out ceremony – which
signifies the building reaching its highest point – was
held on the 31st October 2016. The redevelopment
includes 60 brand new acute inpatient beds and a
new emergency department. Refurbishment works
will commence once construction is completed.
Similarly, St George Hospital’s
topping out ceremony was held
on the 16th September 2016.
In January 2016, the NSW
Government announced the
‘fast-tracking’ of the project,
resulting in $30 million in
savings on the original project
budget. There is no change to
project scope as a result of
this announcement.

Heathcote Schools Receive More Than $4 million in Funding
Heathcote public schools will benefit from a share of the record $219
million in additional needs-based funding in 2017, made possible by
NSW signing the Gonski agreement.
In NSW public schools, needs based funding is distributed under the
Resource Allocation Model (RAM). Total RAM funding for Heathcote in
2017 is 4,069,206 which is an increase of 1,149,224 from 2016.
The extra resources go directly to our schools allowing principals
to better meet the unique needs of their students and the school
community.
Minister for Education Adrian Piccoli and I visited Engadine High School
to witness first hand their innovative use of funds to build on internal
programs and introduce outside expertise to cater for students’ needs
in literacy, numeracy and behaviour. This is a great example of the RAM
working as it should to improve student results.
Since 2014 public schools across NSW have received $504 million in extra funding helped by the NSW Liberals &
Nationals Government signing up to the Gonski agreement.

Eyes on Heathcote 2016
It’s my great pleasure to announce the winner of
the “2016 Eyes on Heathcote” photo competition.
Congratulations to Mr Paul Lucre who has taken out the
top prize with his beautiful photo Varney’s Bridge in the
Royal National Park.
The competition was hotly contested and I thank
everyone who sent in entries.
Large canvas prints of Mr Lucre’s winning entry will
be displayed in my offices at Engadine and Parliament
House. Mr Roberts will also be invited to join me for
a congratulatory lunch or dinner in the Members
Dining Room.

More than $100 million invested in Early Childhood Education
The NSW Government is committed to ensuring that all
children in NSW can participate in 600 hours of quality
preschool education in the year before school. From
1 January 2017 “Start Strong” will deliver $115 million
over 18 months to support more parents to enrol their
children in early childhood education. This funding
includes:
• $85 million for community preschools to increase
600 hour per year enrolments and reduce fees
• $30 million for long day care services to support
600 hour per year enrolments for the most
disadvantaged children.
The Heathcote Electorate is home to many excellent
early childhood services. I was pleased to introduce
Minister Williams recently to the staff and children at
two of them; Engadine Pre-School Kindergarten and
Big Fat Smile Pre-School Woronora Heights to witness
first hand quality early childhood education in action.

Scarborough Wombarra SLSC
Beyond the patrols, rescues and education our local surf lifesaving
clubs provide a social hub where friendships are forged and
communities are brought closer together. They are an integral part of
our community. The Scarborough Wombarra SLSC is one of six surf
lifesaving clubs in Heathcote and I was pleased to be able to support
them when they found themselves in a difficult situation this season.
I thank the community for joining me in support
of the club to enable the purchase of a new
all terrain vehicle (ATV) in time for the summer
season. I was pleased to present a cheque
for $22,000 to the President of Scarborough
Wombarra SLSC Bindi Adams for the purchase
of the much needed vehicle.

Engadine Central Probus Club
It was great to be invited by Engadine Central Probus Club
to address their members at a recent meeting about my
days as the Purchasing Manager for the Sydney Olympic
Village in 2000. I’m always happy to share experiences with
my constituents whether we’re discussing my varied career
path before entering NSW politics or the highs and lows of
being a local member of Parliament.

Robyn McGuire, John Spooner, Russ Bressington, Lee Evans, Sue
Ransom, Gary Richards, Jan Bressington, Pam Kelly, Peter Mannyx
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