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Work Kicks Off on Major Heathcote Station Upgrade
In January work got underway at Heathcote Station as part of a major makeover to
boost accessibility for customers.
Work compounds were set up and important service investigations will be carried
out to pave the way for major construction which will start in the coming months.
The improvements to be delivered at Heathcote include a new overhead pedestrian
footbridge with a new lift and stairs, new forecourts on both sides of the station
and an accessible toilet on the station platform. There will also be upgrades to
commuter parking areas, formal kiss and ride areas and bicycle storage facilities.
Community feedback received when plans were on public display in December 2014 has been used to guide the design.
I thank the community for their feedback and interest in this project.
We will now be getting on with the job of delivering this fantastic upgrade as quickly as possible for customers.
The improvements are being delivered as a part of the NSW Government’s Transport Access Program, an initiative
to deliver accessible, modern and integrated transport infrastructure.

Heathcote Parliamentary Medallion Recipients
At the end of every year I offer each school in the
Heathcote electorate the opportunity to select a student
of their choice to be the recipient of the Heathcote
Parliamentary Medallion at their presentation event.
The award includes a certificate and an invitation to
attend a function at Parliament House with their parents.
I was pleased to host 14 students who received
awards last year and their families to enjoy
morning tea in the Speakers Garden at
Parliament House and a guided tour. We had
a very enjoyable morning with a few students
showing a real interest in pursuing a career
in politics.
The NSW Parliament is the oldest Parliament
in Australia and I encourage you all to come
visit and find out a bit more of what NSW
Government is all about, please don’t
hesitate to contact my office to find out
more on sitting dates.

Speakers Garden

Legislative Assembly Gallery

“Small Business –
Big Impact”

Bundeena Community Benefits From
a $300,000 ClubGRANT

“Small Business – Big Impact”
is an initiative to give small
businesses in the Heathcote
Electorate recognition for their
support of our local community.
There are many small businesses
in our electorate who support local
schools, community groups and
charities and now you have an
opportunity to nominate them for
their efforts.

The Bundeena community will benefit from a $300,000 grant for a new kitchen
and power generator for the Bundeena RSL Memorial Club. This grant has
come at a great time and will allow the rebuilding of the club to incorporate
additional facilities to support our local community in case of an emergency.

One nominated business will be
chosen to feature in each edition
of the Heathcote Herald and I
encourage you to contact the
office to obtain a nomination form.

Clubs are vibrant hubs of our community and during a natural disaster can offer
safety and shelter for affected residents.
The Bundeena grant is part of the State Government’s latest ClubGRANTS
round which offers a total $2 million emergency funding package for
communities across the state.
These grants follow the NSW Government changing regulations last month so
that registered clubs will have the ability under law to become centres of shelter
and safety in emergencies for any resident living within a 5km radius.
The Registered Clubs Amendment (Exception to 5 Kilometre Rule) Regulation
2015 relaxed the requirement for anyone living within a five-kilometre radius of
a registered club to be a member to enter the club during emergencies.

Scarborough Station Turns 100
In January I joined Mr Sam Gill, Regional Service Delivery Manager of NSW
TrainLink, NSW TrainLink staff and Mr John “Jack” Maslen to celebrate 100
years of Scarborough Station serving the community.
Whether you’re a local or someone who visits this beautiful seaside destination
on holidays, Scarborough Station has played a critical part in our community’s
history. The bricks and mortar at today’s Scarborough Station have been there
since 1915, but its history dates back to the late 1800s. The South Coast
community’s first rail access came in 1887 when Clifton Station was opened.
In 1915 it was relocated to its current site and on the 21 January 1916 it was
renamed Scarborough Station.
Mr Maslen began working as a Station Master Scarborough in 1977. He was responsible for managing all facets of
the station, the staff, tickets, goods and parcels. His role also included operating the signal box throughout his shift.
This included a safe working system on the single line between Scarborough and Coal Cliff South known as Electric
Staff system.
When the signal box was closed he went on to also work at other stations including Stanwell Park.

Free Mediation Service For Neighbourhood Conflicts
The NSW Government’s free mediation service Community Justice Centres (CJCs) provide a safe and neutral environment
for people in dispute to put forward their point of view and listen to the concerns of others.
During summer, CJCs often see an increase in neighbour noise disputes and I encourage neighbours to seek help from
CJCs before a feud gets out of hand. The professional mediators don’t make judgments but work equally with all parties
and achieve an agreement in almost 80 per cent of cases.
Poor relations with your neighbours can be stressful and in most cases mediation is a better option than expensive legal
action or trading insults over the fence.
The service is available in the Heathcote Electorate and across the state and CJCs will arrange a session at a location
convenient for all involved.
The top 10 neighbourhood mediation topics for CJCs in NSW for 2014-15 were:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Trees
Fences
Animals
Privacy

5.
6.
7.
8.

Children
Access
Retaining walls
Common facilities

9. Trespass
10. Plumbing

The service also helps resolve conflict between family members, work colleagues
and groups including amateur sporting and cultural associations.
For more information visit: www.cjc.justice.nsw.gov.au or call 1800 990 777.

Sutherland Shire Aged Care Expo
The Sutherland Shire Aged Care Expo is on again. Following the successful promotion
of local aged services and the new My Aged Care system last year, the Aged Care Expo
will be held on Tuesday 5 April, to coincide with Seniors Week.
This event is organised by community development workers of the Sutherland Shire
Aged Care Interagency who are funded by the Australian Government through the
Commonwealth Home Support Program.
The expo, 10 am – 12 noon, is free to both visitors and exhibitors and aims to give seniors aged over 65 and their
families detailed information about community and in-home care options. With financial assistance and marketing
sponsorship from Home Instead Senior Care, the organising committee has been able to expand advertising to
include CALD media and to target different language and culture groups, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people who may be eligible for aged care at 50 years.
Registrations for display space at the Expo are only open to subsidised aged care providers who are members
of Sutherland Shire Aged Care Interagency.
Home Instead Senior Care is also sponsoring a local art and craft competition that showcases how seniors
organisations and support groups are Changing the Face of Ageing. All entries will be exhibited at the Aged Care
Expo at Engadine Community Centre. The winning entry will be awarded $1,000 at the prize ceremony at
12 -12.30 pm following the aged care expo.
For more information and to participate in the 2016 Seniors Week Community Art Competition and Exhibition,
please register with Virginia Hughes from Home Instead on 1300 791 172. Entries submitted must be from a
Sutherland Shire senior support group or organisation.

Supporting Vulnerable Families and Communities
The NSW Government is supporting vulnerable families and communities with a $233 million investment in prevention and
early intervention services across NSW.
Six existing providers in the Heathcote Electorate will receive an extension in funding of $772,000 until mid-2017 for
services. These services are our best chance of helping families early on so they don’t end up reaching crisis point.
Services include programs that provide parents with simple tips to help manage the big and small problems of family life
to help for domestic violence victims to remain in the home while their violent partners are removed. They provide case
management, parenting programs and domestic violence support.
Between now and 2017 the NSW Government through the Department of Family and Community Services (FACS) will
work closely with service providers to co-design an improved targeted earlier intervention service system in NSW.
It is important that the reach and impact of earlier intervention programs is maximised so families and communities have
better outcomes.

Village Visits

St George Hospital Upgrade

John

orough

Scarb
Maslen

Station

Village Visits will continue throughout the
year with upcoming dates shown below.
Whether you have a small suggestion or
a sweeping long term plan, I would love
to hear your thoughts on the future of the
Heathcote Electorate. I consider these
conversations vital to my role representing
your views in NSW Parliament and look I
look forward to catching up with you.
Menai – Saturday 19 March
Menai Marketplace
Outside Menai Community Centre
9.00am – 11.00am
Helensburgh – Saturday 16 April
Outside Coles Supermarket Helensburgh
9.00am – 11.00am
Engadine – Saturday 21 May
Engadine Town Square
9.00am – 11.00am
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