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THE SPIRIT OF ANZAC

ANZACs forged our national identity
Australia’s national day of remembrance is a time to stop and
reflect on the sacrifices people have made so today our
country is free and safe.
ANZAC Day is important to all Australians. It is a day we can
all stand proud in honour and respect of those men and
women who have served, and those who have died, in
defence of this great country.
ANZAC represents many things to many people, but mostly it is the Australian
qualities of mateship, endurance, courage and sacrifice which are the backbone of
this country.
The Spirit of ANZAC is strong and still very relevant today as we see these qualities
shine through in our work and play every day of the year.
Australia was resilient 75 years ago when the country was under direct attack in
1942. The bombings of Darwin and, closer to home, the submarine attacks in Sydney
Harbour had people anxious about the future.
The fabric of society stayed strong in these tough times and success eventually
followed. Many people made the ultimate sacrifice so this could happen.
It is always terrific to see community groups and young children get involved on this
very special day. Their enthusiasm means the Spirit of ANZAC will live and the
memories of those now long gone will be forever honoured.
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Sutherland Digger died in POW camp
The Fall of Singapore in 1942 was a military disaster and even worse
for the Australian and British soldiers caught in the surrender.
Sutherland’s Ernest Bray, 2/15th Field Regiment, Royal Australian
Artillery, was one of more than 2000 Allied Prisoners of War held in the
Sandakan POW camp in north Borneo. They were transferred there
from Singapore as a part of B Force.
The 1494 POWs who made up B Force were transported from Changi on 7 July 1942
on board the tramp ship Ubi Maru, arriving in Sandakan Harbour on 18 July 1942.
Gunner Bray, aged 27, died as a prisoner of the Japanese on 2 June 1945. He was the
son of Robert and Vera Bray, of Sutherland. He is buried in the Labuan Cemetery.
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Local sailor went down
fighting with Yarra crew
There was no doubt Australian warship HMAS Yarra
went down fighting. Survivors who witnessed the last
of Yarra later praised the crew who defied orders to
abandon ship and kept up the fight when all was lost.
The ship was sunk after a fierce one-and-a-half-hour
battle with three heavily armed Japanese warships
which poured fire into Yarra until the sinking.
Witnesses saw gunfire flashes still coming from Yarra –
the final efforts of Leading Seaman Ron Taylor who
manned the last gun and kept firing until he was killed
and the gun silenced.
Helensburgh sailor James Lye was also a victim on the
doomed Yarra which sunk on 4 March 1942 – just three
days after the sinking of the prized HMAS Perth.
Able Seaman Lye, the 20-year-old son of John and Jayne
Lye, was one of 138 killed in action or who died later on
a raft. There were only 13 survivors.
The action was witnessed from the deck of the Japanese
cruiser Maia by approximately 50 survivors from the
destroyer HMS Stronghold, which had been sunk two
days earlier by the same force. One of those witnesses,
Able Seaman John Murphy of the RNZN, said later:
“Silently we stood and watched the little sloop, White
Ensign flying and guns blazing against the hopeless
odds ... Hers was a gallant death and one of which
Australians should be proud.”

ABOVE: Three sailors holding pith helmets
(from left) Able Seaman James Lye, of
Helensburgh, AB
William Gillies of
Victoria and one
unidentified. Lye
and Gillies were
best mates, and
died in the sinking
of HMAS Yarra.
LEFT: Ron Taylor
kept firing the
Yarra’s last gun
until he was killed
and the gun
silenced.
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The horrors of war were taking a
huge toll on the soldiers
fighting overseas but young
Digger William Atkinson bravely
pushed on in a dire situation.
In a letter to his parents, Will
indicated several times how
terrible it was to see his mates cut
down by machine gun fire, but he
respectfully held back details of
the daily tragedies he had to
endure.
He signed off by saying the lads
were “a bit shakey” but he was
still in good health. This was life
on the Western Front in France.
William Atkinson was born in
Lithgow in 1891. His family
moved to Helensburgh where
Will attended school. He later
moved away for work.
William, a well borer by trade,
enlisted on 16 July 1915 in
Brisbane, attached to the 31st
Battalion AIF (and later the 18th),
and embarked from Melbourne
on 9 November 1915.
On 1 September 1916 he was
promoted to Corporal and two
months later earned another
Beersheba later said he had heard
much about the Australians’
fighting qualities, but was
overwhelmed to see such fury on
the day of the charge: “They are
not soldiers at all; they are
madmen,” he said.
The 800 Light Horsemen and their
mounts had secured Beersheba
and with it crucial water supplies.
It was a turning point in the war

stripe to replace his wounded
Sergeant.
William himself was wounded on
24 January 1917 and marched
himself to hospital; he was
admitted on 13 February 1917.
On 6 March 1917 William was
awarded the Distinguished
Conduct Medal for conspicuous
gallantry in action. He displayed
great courage and initiative when
in charge of a small post and
succeeded in repelling a very
superior party of the enemy.
Later while carrying out
reconnaissance he captured a
prisoner single handed.
As an old boy of the Helensburgh
School, Will was honoured at the
unveiling of an Honour Roll
containing his name and other
names on Empire Day 31 May
1917.
It was on 20 September 1917
William was wounded in action
for the second time. He died on
20 October 1917 in 26th General
Hospital Etaples France at the age
of 26.
Compiled with the assistance of
Helensburgh & District Historical Society.

and came against all the odds.
The famous charge at Beersheba is
now legendary, and one soldier
later said: “It was the horses that
did it; those marvellous bloody
horses. Where would we have been
but for them?”
Australian casualties included 31
men killed, 46 wounded as well as
70 horses killed and more than 60
wounded.
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Australia’s 2/33rd Infantry Battalion, with its “Mud and Blood” brown and red colour
patch and “Strike Hard” motto, became part of the Kokoda story in 1942 amid some of
the fiercest fighting along the Trail. In 1943, while the battalion waited for a flight near Port
Moresby, a loaded US B-24 Liberator bomber crashed into trucks carrying the battalion, killing
60 and injuring 92; this represented a third of the battalion’s casualties for the entire war. Ray
Gibson was a 2/33rd veteran who died in 2016. He was President of the Battalion Association.
Excerpts of an article in the words of Ray Gibson is reproduced here in a tribute to the 2/33rd.

Veteran tells of
fierce fighting
on Kokoda Track
The 39th Militia Battalion were putting
up a gallant fight to try and keep the
Japanese from taking the air strip at
Kokoda. The superior weapons the
Japanese were carrying and the
mountain gun which they could
dismantle and move as needed to
advantage against the Australians,
created frustration for our troops.
The 2/14th and 2/16th Battalions of 21
Brigade eventually joined the 39th
battalion at Kokoda. The 39th had been
pushed out of Kokoda and when the two
new battalions arrived, an attempt was
made to take the air strip. The superior
weapons and manpower of the Japanese
was to make this attempt impossible.
There are many native villages on the
track. I must make a comment here of
how the village people helped we the
Australians in these battles. They were to
bring our troops rations and ammunition
and then carry or help our wounded
back. Eventually these brave indigenous
people became known to all us troops as
The Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels. Bless them all.
At Ioribaiwa Ridge because of the
difficult terrain the Brigade were soon
losing men killed and wounded; by
mostly Japanese snipers. The Brigade
commander was given permission from
Moresby to withdraw to a position on
Imita Ridge. Orders were once at Imita
Ridge not to withdraw one inch. One

ABOVE: Private George Whittington is aided by
Papuan orderly Raphael Oimbari, at the Battle of
Buna-Gona, on Christmas Day, 1942. BELOW: Stretcher
bearers stop at a river to give a drink to their patient,
Private A. Baldwin, of the 2/33rd Battalion.

company from 2/33rd Battalion was
instructed to set an ambush. The enemy
came at 6.45 next morning, led by a
sword carrying officer marching down
the track. All hell broke loose. All the
enemy were killed in that action, the
Australians didn’t lose a man.
Fighting on the Kokoda Track and at
Buna and Gona area, were as fierce as
any in the Second World War. The
condition the men fought under were
debilitating to say the least.
Compiled with the assistance of Mary Steenson,
Helensburgh & District Historical Society.

‘Mac’ a mate
to all Diggers
One of the most
respected
Australians on the
battlefields of
World War Two had
close links to
Sutherland after hostilities ended and he
returned home to the area.
Salvation Army minister and unofficial padre,
Major Arthur William “Mac” McIlveen,
dedicated his life to helping others.
And Australian Diggers were always one of his
priorities.
Major McIlveen trained as a Salvation Army
officer in Melbourne and tried to enlist as a
padre during the First World War but the
Salvation Army refused to send him.
Instead he enlisted as a soldier in the 1st AIF
on 9 July 1918 but he was still aboard the
transport vessel when the Armistice was
signed and the troops were sent home.
During WWII, aged 54, he served as a Salvation
Army representative and an unofficial padre
attached to the 2/9th Battalion.
RIGHT: Major Arthur McIlveen sits on the side of a dugout
writing letters with an unidentified soldier of the 2/9th
Battalion. BELOW: He was buried with full military honours.

At Tobruk, he was known for his fearless
determination, taking news and any comforts
he could find out to soldiers in the field often
under fire.
He later served as a Salvation Army Prison
Officer and he was made a Brigadier in 1938.
In 1961 he was awarded the Member of the
British Empire (MBE) and in 1967 was admitted
to the Order of the Founder, the Salvation
Army’s highest award.
One of his greatest honours was being
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II on 1 January
1970 for his services to ex-servicemen.
Sir Arthur William McIlveen died on 1 May
1979. He was buried in Woronora Cemetery
with full military honours.
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Engadine teen was keen to do his bit
Engadine’s Douglas Buckle
was young, fit and keen,
and desperately wanted to
join the Air Force the year
after the outbreak of World
War Two.
Douglas was just 18 and
needed the permission of a
parent. His father agreed to
write that letter, but
specified his son was only to
serve in his trade as a fitter
and turner.
So Douglas enlisted on 29 April 1940, completed some training in Australia and
embarked in June 1941.
His enlistment papers said: “Good appearance. Boyish. Keen. Average type.”
He was given the all-clear and was then off to Canada for more training.
Douglas was then in Iceland at the RAF Rest Camp before heading to England, and
suddenly fell dangerously ill with stomach pains. The illness got worse and despite
attempts to save him, Douglas died of septicaemia on 27 August 1941.
He was buried in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemetery Reykjavik in
Iceland. The cemetery and Douglas Buckle’s grave is among those pictured.

2017 ANZAC Day activities in the region
BUNDEENA

STANWELL TOPS

ANZAC SUNDAY – 23 April
9.30am: March along The Avenue from Beach St to
Bundeena Reserve.
9.45am: Service at Bundeena Reserve.
ANZAC DAY – 25 April
5.45am: Dawn Service at Bundeena Reserve. Breakfast
from 7am at the reserve.

10.00am: ANZAC Day Service at Lions Memorial Park.

ENGADINE
COMMEMORATION SUNDAY – 23 April
2.15pm: Marchers step off at John Keenan Park, Old
Princes Highway. Form up at 1.55pm.
2.30pm: ANZAC Service at the Engadine Community
War Memorial in Engadine Town Square.
ANZAC Day – 25 April
5.30am: Dawn Service at the Engadine Community War
Memorial in Engadine Town Square. Assemble at
5.15am.

HEATHCOTE
5.30am: ANZAC Day Dawn Service at Club Heathcote.

HELENSBURGH
5.45am: ANZAC Day Dawn Service at the War Memorial
in Charles Harper Park.

MENAI
5.30am: ANZAC Day Dawn Service at Parc Menai.

SUTHERLAND
5.15am: March steps off and proceeds to Peace Park.
Assemble outside the club at 5am.
5.30am: ANZAC Day Dawn Service in Peace Park.

WORONORA RIVER
ANZAC SATURDAY – 22 April
1.30pm: Service at Woronora RSL Sub-Branch War
Memorial, 118 Prince Edward Park Rd, Woronora.
ANZAC DAY – 25 April
5.45am: Dawn Service at Woronora RSL Sub-Branch
War Memorial.

SYDNEY
ANZAC Day – 25 April
4.15am: Dawn Service at the Cenotaph, Martin Place.
8.30am: ANZAC Consular Wreath Laying at the
Cenotaph, Martin Place.
9.00am: ANZAC Parade commences.
12.30pm: ANZAC Commemoration Service, at the ANZAC
Memorial, Hyde Park.
5.00pm: Sunset Service at the Cenotaph, Martin Place.
PLEASE NOTE: All times and venues have been supplied by
various RSL Sub-branch officials. Care has been taken to
ensure as many services as possible have been included
and were correct at the time of publication. For verification
of other services please contact your local RSL Sub-branch.
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