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A message from Lee

This year marks the 75th anniversary since the end
of World War Two. It was a momentous occasion
back in 1945 when this terrible conflict was finally
over – and Australia celebrated.

At the start of the year Australia was preparing
for another long battle at home and abroad. The
world had been at war for over five years and the
threat of invasion was still fresh after the bombings
of Darwin and Sydney Harbour attacks just a few
years earlier.

The ANZACs stormed onto the
steep slopes of Gallipoli 105
years ago on 25 April
this year, forging the
Australian spirit and
character which is still
so relevant in our communities today.

Australia remembers two significant days in 1945.

Mateship, courage, endurance and sacrifice. They
are all qualities which come to the fore in our
daily lives, and never more so than in the recent
bushfires crisis stretching along eastern Australia.

The first took place on 7 May when Germany
surrendered, just a week after Adolf Hitler’s death.
This is known as VE Day, or Victory in Europe Day.

ANZAC Day is our chance to honour all the men
and women who have served, fought and died in
defence of this great country.

Closer to home the War in the Pacific was
Australia’s immediate concern.

Although all ANZAC Day commemoration services
this year have been cancelled due to COVID-19
(Coronavirus) please take the opportunity on
ANZAC Day to stop and remember those who have
given so much for the freedom we all enjoy today.

Three months after Germany’s surrender, Japan
was devastated by two significant air attacks and
days later finally surrendered on 15 August – a day
etched in our history as VP Day, or Victory in the
Pacific.
Thousands of service men and women started
returning home and surviving Prisoners of War
were released and repatriated.
In the past century world peace has come at a
great cost – a shockingly high price involving the
loss of many Australian defence personnel.

Lee Evans MP
Member for Heathcote

A day to remember them
ANZAC Day is commemorated by Australia and New Zealand each year in
remembrance of members of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZAC) who landed at Gallipoli in Turkey in 1915.
April 25 was officially named ANZAC Day in 1916 and was marked by a wide
variety of ceremonies and services in Australia, a march through London and a sports day
in the Australian camp in Egypt.
In London more than 2000 Australian and New Zealand troops marched through the streets with one
London newspaper headline dubbing them “The knights of Gallipoli”.
Marches were held all over Australia in 1916. The first year in which all States observed some form of
public holiday together on ANZAC Day was 1927.
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VP Day: A time to celebrate

The war was finally over!
Celebrations erupted
across Australia 75
years ago this year
when Imperial Japan
surrendered to the Allies,
ending World War Two.
Known widely as Victory
in the Pacific Day, 15
August 1945 is the day
hostilities officially ended
against Japan.
It was a historic day
around the world but
particularly for Australians
at home and abroad, and
especially those suffering
in the prisoner of war
camps.
Lois Martin had knitted this red, white and blue VP vest especially for the
occasion. It was expected the war would soon end, so Lois got to work
and was ready for the big day with her special new garment.
Her friends are Betty Williams (left) and (who is believed to be) Carmel
O’Connor (right). They all worked together at the Kodak factory in
Melbourne.
This picture of Lois appeared on the front page of the Herlad
newspaper that afternoon, although her two friends were cropped out of
the picture.
Lois also pinned a bunch of red, white and blue ribbons to
the front of the vest and applied the letters ‘VP’ to her face in
lipstick.
Lois never wore the vest again after that special
day. She later married William Drew who
donated the vest to the Australian War
Memorial upon his wife’s death.
VP Day is also referred to as VJ Day –
Victory over Japan.
Three months earlier, on 7 May 1945 the
German High Command authorised the
signing of an unconditional surrender on all
fronts from midnight.
This day, 8 May, was declared Victory in
Europe Day (or VE Day).

The day a legend was born
On the dark side of dawn 105 years ago on Sunday 25 April,
1915, thousands of young men - the Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps (ANZACs) - huddled anxiously in boats before
charging ashore at Gallipoli in Turkey.
It was the largest amphibious invasion in history. More than
75,000 men from Australia, New Zealand, Britain and France
invaded the Gallipoli Peninsula in Turkey. The aim of the campaign
was to open a supply line to Russia through the Dardanelles and
capture Constantinople (now Istanbul), capital of the Ottoman
Empire and an ally of Germany.
The 3rd Australian Brigade (4000 men) was to be the covering
force on April 25, with other brigades to come ashore later in that
day and the next. In the darkness the boats landed in the wrong
positions. Those who made it to the beach, under heavy enemy
fire, then faced high cliffs and deep ravines. Scrambling up the
hills, the ANZACs took the first ridges, but their objectives were
still far off. The rugged terrain provided some protection.
For eight long months they stuck it out until eventually
withdrawing. The most successful operation of the campaign was
in fact the evacuation of the troops on December 19-20, under
cover of a comprehensive deception operation.
In all, 8709 Australians and 2700 New Zealanders died as a result
of the failed campaign yet the huge sacrifice and stories of the
original landings - Simpson and his Donkey and the Battle of
Lone Pine - all resonated back home and stirred fierce patriotism.
The ANZAC legend was born.
Gallipoli inspired Australian courage, mateship, endurance
and valour like nothing before or since. This motivated young
Australians to lead the way when the call came for more and more
recruits, often to replace those already buried in a foreign field.
Lest We Forget

The Luck family of Helensburgh was very
patriotic. The family of Alfred William “Hugh”
and Mary Luck, who lived in Walker Street,
sent three of their seven children to serve in
the Army, Women's Auxiliary
Australian Air Force (WAAAF)
and Australian Women’s
Land Army.
The first to join up was Albert Stephen
Hugh “Bert” Luck, born in 1917 in
Wollongong, who was working as a
labourer at Australian Iron & Steel at
the time.
He enlisted at Wollongong in August 1940, and after training
at Ingleburn, served overseas in New Guinea from February
1942 until May 1943. Before he transferred back to Townsville, he was graded as “Cook”, and
later in 1945 he attended a special cook’s refresher course at Redbank.
On 4 November 1944 he married Ameena Abrahams at The Church of the Holy Redeemer,
Helensburgh, the ceremony performed by Rev. Henry Flores. After serving in various units
during the war, Bert was discharged from 24 Aust Line of Communication Signals (N45980) on
20 December 1945, rank Signalman. Bert Luck died in 1971.
The second family member to join was Eileen Matilda Luck (pictured
left), who was born in 1925 in Helensburgh. Her mother Mary had died
in 1940 while Eileen was a teenager. Eileen enlisted in the WAAAF in
Sydney on 29 April 1943, (No. 109228). Eileen Luck trained as a cook,
stationed at Narromine Airforce Base and also at Parkes.
She was discharged on 29 January 1946 from 8 Operational Training
Unit in Parkes. After returning to the Wollongong area, Eileen worked
at Lysaghts as a clerk, where she met her future husband, Bernie
Stenton. The couple were married by the Rev. Flores in The Church of
the Holy Redeemer, Helensburgh, on 15 March 1947. Eileen died in 2009.
The last to enlist was Mary “Maud” Luck, born in 1923 in Helensburgh
(pictured right). Maud joined the Land Army (No. 1284) on 4 November
1943. Her qualifications included vegetable growing, fruit picking,
packing and grading, poultry, care of horses, and gardening.
At first Maud was stationed at Yenda, then transferred to Griffith,
the Yenda Hostel, the Dormitories at Leeton, “Astell-Holme” Terrigal,
Orangeville, “Glen Ayr” Hostel at Oberon, Gooloogong, and finally
Batlow where she stayed until discharge on 19 December 1945.
Land Army workers were sent to where work was available. Maud died
1991.
Contributed by Sylvia Gauslaa, member of Helensburgh Historical Society. Edited by Janet Lee, Secretary.

The many roles women have
fulfilled in all theatres of war
have helped shape Australia
as a great nation.
The nationwide Australian
Women’s Land Army was
formed in July 1942. Within
two years there were about
3000 women working on farms
across the country.
About 70,000 Australian
women served in the Women’s
Auxiliary Australian Air Force,
Australian Women’s Army
Service and Women’s Royal
Australian Naval Service.
The Red Cross and groups
such as the Country Women’s
Association also played
their part. Members of the
Australian Army Nursing
Services (AANS) have played
a critical role in all theatres of
war involving Australians.
During World War One, 2139
nurses served overseas, 423
served in Australia, 25 died
and 388 were decorated with
seven Military Medals awarded
to nurses for acts of courage.
In World War Two, 3477
women served in the AANS
with 71 members losing their
lives (23 in battle and 48 as a
result of accident or illness).
Thirty-eight became Prisoners
of War. Among the 137
decorations awarded, there
were two George Medals.

Legends of Woronora

Four outstanding Australian service personnel recognised for outstanding
acts of courage in war-time are either at rest or memorialised at Woronora
Memorial Park.
Three of them are soldiers awarded the Victoria Cross - the highest and
most prestigious award for valour in the presence of the enemy - and
a nurse who was the first Australian to be awarded a Royal Red Cross
and bar for her incredible bravery during World War One.

Alice Cashin Nurse Memorial

Registered nurse Alice Cashin was the first Australian awarded a Royal
Red Cross, plus the bar to that medal, for bravery in The Great War of
1914-18.
The NSW Nurses and Midwives’ Association officially dedicated and
unveiled the Alice Cashin Nurse Memorial on the 11 October 2016.
Alice’s first posting was in Egypt and for her work and bravery there,
she was awarded the Royal Red Cross 1st Class Medal.
On 30 March 1917, Alice was serving as Matron on the hospital ship
HMHS Gloucester Castle when it was torpedoed in the English Channel.
Alice defied Captain’s orders and refused to leave the sinking ship until
all 399 injured men and 33 nurses were safely on lifeboats. She left on
the last lifeboat.
For her “coolness and devotion to duty, and rendering invaluable
service” on that night, Alice was the first Australian to receive the Bar to
her Red Cross Medal.

Woronora Military Memorial

On 6 August 2015, the centenary of the Lone Pine Battle at Gallipoli,
a Military Memorial at Woronora Memorial Park was opened. Three
Victoria Cross recipients are uniquely honoured by granite plaques
etched with their images.
John Patrick Hamilton VC laid in the open for six hours during the
Battle of Lone Pine, protected only by a few sandbags. John Hamilton
(above right) told those in the trenches where to throw their bombs,
while keeping up constant sniper fire. His VC was the only one awarded
to his unit during the war.
William Matthew Currey VC fought in the battle of Polygon Wood
in 1917. Will Currey (right) showed immense courage under fire and
despite being gassed after venturing into No Man’s Land, he returned
safely. After the war Currey was involved in politics, and became the
first Victoria Cross recipient in the New South Wales Parliament.
Walter Ernest Brown VC was wounded twice during WWI, and later
promoted to Sergeant. Although married and over-age, he served again
in WWII. He went missing after the Fall of Singapore in February 1942;
and was last sighted declaring, "no surrender for me".
Sgt Brown (right) was awarded the Victoria Cross, the Distinguished
Conduct Medal, service medals for both world wars, and the King
George VI Coronation Medal. His body was never found.
He is memorialised on the grave of his only son, a 7-year-old buried at
Woronora Memorial Park.

Digger’s sacrifice on last
day of war in Europe
Australian soldier Lawrence Saywell will always be
remembered for his heroism, not only in his homeland
but also at a small town in Czechoslovakia where
he met a terrible fate on the last day of the war in
Europe.
Private Saywell is known to be the last Australian
killed in Europe on the day of Germany’s surrender.
He was shot and murdered by a SS German patrol
on 8 May 1945 (Victory in Europe Day) at the farming
village Miretin.
Four months after his death, a memorial was erected
in his honour by the “grateful inhabitants of the
village of Miretin”, just metres from where he died
(see image below). In November 1945, the President
of the Czechoslovak Republic awarded Pte Saywell
the Czechoslovak Military Cross for his “brave
and eminent services to our State in the battle for
liberation”.

A group photo of Private Lawrence Phillip
Saywell (second from left wearing glasses), with
Private Sydney “Mac” Kerkham of New Zealand
(left wearing a cap) and two Russian soldiers.

Pte Saywell was the son of Mrs Gertrude Saywell of
Double Bay, NSW, and is buried in the Evangelical
Cemetery in Miretin. Lawrence Phillip Saywell was a
wool buyer before signing up for duty in November
1939, just two months before his 21st birthday. He
enlisted with the 17th Brigade Company, Australian
Army Service Corps.
Pte Saywell was reported missing on 5
June
1941
BERT
LUCK
after the evacuation of Crete, and later confirmed as
a Prisoner of War (POW) in Stalag VIIa (in Moosburg,
Germany) on 24 October 1941, and then Stalag VIIb
(Memmingen, Germany).
In January 1943 he was transferred to Kommando
E7010, a prison camp in Bohemia, from where he
escaped during a routine march with three other
POWs, New Zealander Sydney “Mac” Kerkham and
two Russian soldiers.
They were sheltered by local villagers and in return
offered to assist the Czech partisans in their sabotage
operations, which they
did successfully for more
than two years while
avoiding re-capture. The
fate of Pte Kerkham and
the two Russians on that
day is not immediately
known.

ABOVE: Miretin villagers at the unveiling of
the memorial erected in honour of Private
Lawrence Saywell.
LEFT: The memorial erected in honour of
Private Lawrence Phillip Saywell at Miretin,
Czechoslovakia, in September 1945. The
small X marked on the image just to the right
of the memorial is the location of his death.

70 years since Korean War
Only five years after the end of the Second
World War, Australia became involved in the
Korean War.
It is 70 years this year since the start of the
Korean War in 1950.
Personnel from the Royal Australian
Navy, Royal Australian Air Force, and the
Australian Regular Army were committed
soon after the war began and would serve
for the next three years in the defence of
South Korea.
Many thousands of Australians served in
Korea during the war; some continued to
serve for another four years after it had
ended. The Australian Army was primarily
represented in Korea by the 3rd Battalion,
Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR), which
arrived in Pusan on 27 September 1950.
1 RAR and 2RAR also joined the war later,
each on a one-year tour of duty.
The RAN had nine ships operating during
the Korean War. The RAAF deployed 77

Squadron.
Australian soldiers are known for their
efforts in the Battle of Kapyong between
22-24 April in 1951. The men of 3RAR
suffered heavy casualties with 32 killed, 53
wounded, and three taken prisoner.
More than 17,000 Australians served
during the Korean War, of which 340 were
killed and more than 1216 wounded. A
further 29 served as Prisoners of War.

Frog racing popular in Singapore
A Melbourne Cup meet for frog racing
was held by Australian Prisoners of War
at the Adam Park Racing Club at Sime
Road PoW camp on 3 November 1942.
A frog named Triggerman won the event.
It was owned by Captain William Dixon,
of the Australian Army Service Corps,
who was a veteran of both world wars.
Another PoW, Private James Purtill, later
described frog racing in Singapore: “This
popular amusement did not last long,
but while it was going it drew the whole
camp to the frog racing courses. The
crowds at the courses were two deep.”
All the frogs were given names and
pedigrees. The trophy cup was made
from two parts of a coconut shell joined
together in the centre by a nut and bolt.

Each side of the cup has a curved metal
handle attached by two small nuts and
bolts.
The cup has an aluminium plate
engraved with laurel leaves and “1942.
Frog Race Meeting (POW) Melbourne
Cup Singapore”
The base of the cup has another
engraved aluminium plate that reads:
“Won by Triggerman 3-11-42
Owner Capt W
Dixon”.
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